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RULE 1.
ASSIGNMENT OF CASES

   The c ircu it judges sha ll be
responsib le  fo r d ispos ing  o f the  c iv il
and  crim ina l cases filed  w ith  the
C ircu it C ourt C le rk , and  a ll chancery
cases filed  w ith  the  C le rk  &  M aste r
sha ll be  d isposed  o f by the
chancellor; how ever, w hen necessary
fo r the  e ffic ien t adm in is tra tion  o f
justice , a  judge  o r chance llo r m ay
hear and  de term ine any m atte r o r
perfo rm  any du ty  by in te rchange
w ithou t the  necess ity  o f transfe rring
the  case  to  ano ther court.

RULE 2.
PLEADINGS AND ATTORNEYS OF
RECORD

2.01  Addresses and Costs.
  A ll o rig ina l p lead ings m ust con ta in
the  addresses o f the  litigan ts .  A ll
o rders tax ing  costs  m ust conta in  the
addresses o f the  parties to  w hom
costs  a re  to  be  taxed .

2.02 Jury Demands.
   In  a ll p lead ings in  w h ich  a  ju ry  is
dem anded there  sha ll be  p laced  the
w ords “JU R Y  D E M A N D E D ” upon  the
face  o f the  subsequent p lead ings.

2.03 Docket Numbers.
   A ll p lead ings sha ll bear the
appropria te  docke t num ber.  The
cle rk  sha ll d isc lose  the  docke t
num ber o f each  case  a t the  tim e the
orig ina l com pla in t o r pe tition  is  filed .

2.04 Signature Block.
  A ll p lead ings sha ll be  s igned  by the

parties o r the ir counse l.  In  add ition ,
the  nam e o f the  person  s ign ing  the
p lead ings sha ll be  typed  o r leg ib ly
p rin ted  im m ed ia te ly beneath  the
s igna tu re  fo llow ed by the  address
requ ired  by TC R P  11 .  A  firm  nam e
m ay a lso  be  added to  the  s igna tu re
b lock if des ired .

2.05 Attorney of Record.
   A ll appearances and  a ll requests  fo r
en try  o f a tto rney o f record  sha ll
des igna te  the  nam e o f the  a tto rney
prim arily  responsib le  fo r the  case . 
The  c le rk  sha ll en te r tha t a tto rney ’s
nam e on  the  ru le  docke t.  The
a tto rney’s  firm  nam e m ay a lso  be
show n on the  ru le  docke t.

2.06 Assignment of Judge.
   If the  case  requ ires an  ass igned
judge, the  c le rk  sha ll ass ign  the  judge
e ither a t the  tim e o f filing , if
necessary, o r w ith in  five  (5 ) w ork ing
days. C op ies o f the  C ircu it and
C hancery court schedu les fo r each
judge o r chance llo r a re  ava ilab le  in
the  respective  c le rk ’s  o ffice .

O n ly  the  ass igned  judge  m ay
rem ove  h im se lf o r herse lf from  a
case .

2.07 Extraordinary Relief Without Notice.
   Tem porary restra in ing  orders
w ithou t no tice , excep t o rders o f
p ro tection , sha ll be  ob ta ined  on ly
from  the  chance llo r o r a  c ircu it judge
assigned  to  c iv il litiga tion  un less
unava ilab le  in  w h ich  case  any judge
having  ju risd ic tion  to  issue  restra in ing
orders m ay g ran t the  tem porary re lie f.
   A ll o rders granting  tem porary re lie f
w ithou t no tice  sha ll con ta in  a  da te
upon w h ich  a   m otion  con testing  the
order m ay be  hea rd  by the  ass igned
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judge .  The  con testing  party  sha ll
no tify  the  o ther s ide  o f its  in ten t to
con test the  o rder e ither on  the  da te
sta ted  on  the  o rder o r a  la te r da te .  If
the  contesting  party des ires an  earlie r
hearing  da te , bo th  s ides w ill con fe r
w ith  the  ass igned  judge  to  de term ine
w hether irreparab le  harm  w ill occur if
the  hearing  da te  is  no t advanced .

RULE 3.
TRIAL DATES

3.01 Setting Cases.
   C ases sha ll be  se t fo r tria l in  one  o f
the  fo llow ing  w ays:
  (1 ) B y regu lar docke t ca ll in
C hancery  C ourt.  The  c le rks sha ll
issue  notices to  the  a tto rneys o f the
da te  and  tim e  the  docke t w ill be
sounded.
  (2 ) B y consen t o f the  parties w ith  the
approva l o f the  judge, chance llo r, o r
c le rk .
  (3 ) B y the  tria l judge , chance llo r, o r
c le rk  w ith  reasonab le  no tice  to  the
parties or the ir a tto rneys.  E ither s ide
m ay request the  c le rk  to  issue  no tice
o f a  p roposed  tria l da te .  W hen a
no tice  is  issued  a  tria l da te  m ust be
estab lished . A  m otion  to  se t shou ld
be  a  last resort. 

3.02 Certification.
   The estab lishm ent o f a  tria l da te , by
w ha teve r m eans, cons titu tes  a
certifica tion  tha t the  case  is , o r w ill
be , ready fo r tria l.

3.03 Scheduling Orders and Pretrial
Conferences.                                                 
   
  In  a ll ju ry  cases, and  in  o ther cases
as appropria te , the  parties sha ll
subm it a  schedu ling  o rder by
agreem ent w ith in  th irty  (30) days o f

the  estab lishm ent o f a  tria l da te .  The
proposed o rder w ill be  in itia ted  by
p la in tiff and  w ill schedu le  d iscovery,
e v id e n tia ry  d e p o s ition s , jo in d e r,
w itness lis t, d ispos itive  m o tions,
m ed ia tion  and  o ther p re tria l m otions
or m atte rs .
   If a  schedu ling  o rder canno t be
agreed  upon , p la in tiff w ill request a
pre tria l schedu ling  con fe rence .  A ny
s id e  m a y  re q u e s t  a  p re t r ia l
con ference  a t any  tim e deem ed
necessary.

3.04 Mediation.
   E ither s ide  m ay request a  m ed ia tion
order, and the  court m ay o rder
m ed ia tion  on  its  ow n in itia tive .

N e ither s ide  shou ld  request
m ed ia tion  w ith in  th irty(30) days o f the
tria l da te  un less there  is  an
a g r e e m e n t  o r  e x t r a o r d i n a r y
c ircum stances p reva il.

RULE 4.
DISCOVERY

4.01  Depositions.
   A ll depositions sha ll be  com ple ted
no  la te r than  five  (5 ) days p rio r to  the
da te  o f tria l un less an  extens ion  is
g ran ted  by the  tria l judge  o r the
parties agree .

4.02 Interrogatories.
   In te rroga to ries sha ll be  lim ited  to
th irty  (30) inc lud ing  subparts , w h ich
sha ll be  coun ted as new  questions,
un less extra  questions a re  perm itted
by the  tria l judge .

4.03 Filing required Only for Court Use.
   In te r ro g a to r ie s ,  d is c o v e ry
depositions, requests  fo r p roduction
and  o ther d iscovery m ate ria l, excep t
requests  fo r adm issions, sha ll no t be
filed  un less o r un til it is  to  be  used  in
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court o r cons idered  by  the  court fo r
any purpose  excep t im peachm ent.

RULE 5.
EVIDENTIARY DEPOSITIONS

5.01 Objections to Testimony.
   O bjections to  tes tim ony in
ev iden tia ry  depositions in  ju ry  tria ls
sha ll be  brough t to  the  judge ’s
a tten tion  p rio r to  tria l so  tha t the
en tire  deposition  can  be  rev iew ed
(and  ed ited  in  the  case  o f a  v ideo
deposition ).

RULE 6.
MOTIONS
   
6.01 Pretrial Motions - Responsibility of
Movant.
   It is  the  responsib ility  o f the  m oving
party  to  ca ll fo r a  hearing  o f a ll p re tria l
m otions as fa r in  advance  o f the  tria l
as reasonab ly  poss ib le .  A ll m otions
no t ca lled  fo r d ispos ition  p rio r to  the
tria l da te  w ill be  deem ed to  have
b e e n  a b a n d o n e d ,  e x c e p t  fo r
extraord inary c ircum stances.

6.02 Motion Dates.
   M otion  days w ill be  estab lished  by
the  judge  o r the  chance llo r o f the
respective  courts . It is  the  du ty o f the
m oving  party  to  se t the  m otion  fo r
hearing .

6.03 Resetting Motions.
   M otions m ay be  rese t by
agreem ent, bu t the  m ovant is
responsib le  fo r rem oving  the  m otion
from  the  docke t by no tify ing  the  c le rk .

M otions no t se t fo r hearing  w ith in
th ree  (3 ) m onths m ay be  d ism issed .
M otions on  the  docke t w ithou t
appearance fo r hearing  a re  sub ject to
d ism issa l.

6.04 Dispositive Motions.
   U pon the  filing  o f any d ispositive
m o tion  o ther than  a  m otion  fo r
de fau lt, a  bench  copy o f any
s ta te m en t o f und ispu te d  fa c ts ,
s u p p o r t in g  a u th o r ity , a n d  a n y
response  there to  sha ll be  p rov ided  to
the  tria l judge  a t the  tim e o f filing .

RULE 7.
CONTINUANCES

7.01 Judges’ Approval.
   E xcept fo r cases invo lv ing  dom estic
re la tions, cases m ay no t be  con tinued
by ag reem ent o f counse l excep t by
approva l o f the  judge  o r chance llo r.

7.02  Motions for Continuance.
   E xcep t fo r an  em ergency, a  m otion
fo r con tinuance sha ll be  filed  in  a ll
cases excep t agreed  continuances o f
dom estic  re la tions cases.  A fte r filing ,
the  m o tion  m ay be  heard  by
te lephone con fe rence .
   A ll con tinuances, w hether by
agreem ent o r m otion  (1 ) sha ll be
m em oria lized  by an  o rder p repared
b y  t h e  p a r t y  o b t a in in g  t h e
con tinuance , (2 ) sha ll re flect the
reason fo r the  continuance , and  (3 )
sha ll conta in  a  new  tria l da te .

7.03 Notification to the Clerk.
   A ll con tinuances sha ll be  reported  to
the  c le rk  im m ed ia te ly  by counse l so
tha t the  case  m ay be  rem oved from
the  docke t.

7.04 Grounds - Absence of Witness.
   A bsence  o f a  w itness w ill no t be
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grounds fo r con tinuance  un less the
w itness has been  subpoenaed a t
least five (5 ) days be fo re  tria l, excep t
in  extraord inary c ircum stances.

RULE 8.
OUT- OF- COUNTY HEARINGS

8.01 Out-of-County Matters.
   O ut-o f-C ounty M atte rs  m ay be
heard  on ly  by (1 ) perm iss ion  o f the
court and  agreem ent o f the  parties o r
(2 ) by o rder o f the  court, upon  a
show ing  o f extraord inary need.

8.02 Court File.
   T he parties a re  responsib le  fo r
check ing  ou t and  re tu rn ing  the  court
file  fo r any ou t-o f -coun ty  hearing

8.03 Notice to Clerk.
   C ounse l sha ll no tify  the  cle rk  so  tha t
a ll ou t-o f-coun ty  m atte rs , w he ther
con tested  o r noncontested , m ay be
docke ted .

RULE 9.
SETTLEMENTS
   
9.01  Settlement Judge.
   E xcep t by perm iss ion , se ttlem ents
w ill be  heard , and  orders s igned , on ly
by the  ass igned judge  o r chance llo r.

9.02 Settlement of Contested Matters.
    The  c le rk  sha ll be  no tified  as soon
as poss ib le  o f the  se ttlem en t o f any
con tested  m atte r.

9.03 Late Settlement of Jury Cases.
    The costs  o f b ring ing  in  ju ro rs  fo r
cases se ttled  on  the  day o f tria l w ill
be  taxed  as the  judge  deem s
appropria te .
 

RULE 10.
DOMESTIC RELATIONS

10.01 Scope of Rule.
   Th is  ru le  sha ll app ly  in  a ll dom estic
re la tions cases in  the  Ten th  Jud ic ia l
D is tric t.

10.02 Thirty Day Waiting Period.
    N o action  fo r the  g ran ting  o f a
d ivorce  sha ll be  heard  un til a t least
th irty  (30) days from  da te  o f se rv ice .

10.03 Contents of Divorce Complaint.
    A ll s ta tu to ry  requ irem ents sha ll be
stric tly  fo llow ed.  For fu tu re  re fe rence ,
the  s ta tis tica l  in fo rm ation  sha ll be
con ta ined  in , ra ther than a ttached  to ,
the  com pla in t, excep t as requ ired  by
l a w .  W h e r e  a p p l i c a b le ,  t h e
T em porary In junction  estab lished  by
T .C .A . §  36-4 -106  (d ) sha ll be  se t ou t
verba tim  in  the  o rig ina l p lead ings and
served  upon  the  de fendant w ith  the
S um m ons and  C om pla in t.

10.04 Certificate of Divorce.
 P l a i n t i f f  o r  c o u n s e l  s h a l l ,
s im u ltaneously  w ith  the  filing  o f a
com pla in t fo r d ivorce , lodge  w ith  the
C le rk  o r C le rk  &  M aster in  w hose
court the  com pla in t fo r d ivo rce  is  filed
a  certifica te  o f d ivorce  upon  fo rm s
p ro v id e d  b y  th e  C le r k s  ( a s
prom ulgated  by the  s ta te  reg is tra r o f
v ita l records).  S a id  certifica te  o f
d ivorce  sha ll be  typed  and  com ple ted
w ith  a ll requ ired  in fo rm ation  excep t
fo r in fo rm ation   perta in ing  to  the
“D E C R E E ” section  w h ich  is  no t
know n a t the  da te  o f filing .

10.05 Disposition Period.
   A ll uncon tes ted  d ivo rce  cases w ill
be  d isposed  o f w ith in  s ix  (6 ) m onths
and  a ll con tested  cases w ith in  one  (1 )
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year un less an  app lica tion  fo r
extens ion  is  approved  by the  court.

10.06 Temporary Restraining Orders.
   Tem porary o rders w h ich  a ffect the
custody o f, o r access  to , ch ild ren  o r
w h ich  a ffect the  possess ion  o r s ta tus
o f a  m arita l res idence  m ay no t be
ob ta ined  w ithou t no tice  o f hearing
un less it is  c learly  show n by verified
com pla in t o r a ffidavit tha t the
ch ild ren ’s  sa fe ty o r app lican t’s  righ ts
a re  be ing  o r w ill be  endangered  by
the  adverse  party  and  the  ch ild ren  o r
app lican t w ill su ffe r im m ed ia te  and  
irreparab le  in ju ry , loss or dam age 
be fo re   no tice  can  be  served  and  a
hearing  had  thereon . If tem porary
custody is  g ran ted , co -paren ting  
sha ll p roceed  in  accordance  w ith
R u le  10 .07  be low , un less o therw ise
ordered .
   O rders gran ting  im m ed ia te  re lie f
w ithou t no tice  sha ll con ta in  a  hearing
da te  w ith  the  ass igned  judge  to
de te rm ine  the  appropria teness o f the
order and  any o ther re lie f requested
by p roper p lead ings.  Th is  p rov is ion
sha ll no t p reven t any aggrieved  party
from  requesting  a  la te r o r earlie r
hearing .

C ounse l w ho  obta in  tem porary
orders w ithou t no tice  sha ll be
ava ilab le  fo r a  te lephone con ference
w ith  the  judge , if necessary, to
de te rm ine  if an  earlie r hea ring  is
requ ired .
  Tem porary o rders, w he ther g ran ted
upon hearing  o r w ithou t no tice , sha ll
rem a in  in  e ffec t un til m od ified  by the
court.

10.07 Parenting Plan Packet in Divorce
Cases.
(A).  The C ircu it C ou rt Judges and
C hance llo r have  issued a  jo in t o rder
w h ich  sha ll govern  the  p rocess in

D om estic  R e la tions cases invo lv ing
ch ild ren .  In  add ition  to  filing  an
a ffidav it o f incom e w ith  the  orig ina l
com pla in t, w hen tem porary support is
requested , the  parties sha ll exchange
m onth ly  incom e in fo rm ation  read ily
ava ilab le  from  em ployers so  tha t the
court can  com pare  incom e fo r
com parab le  periods.  P rio r to  hearing ,
c o u n s e l  s h a l l  e x c h a n g e  th is
in fo rm ation , a ttem pt to  se ttle  a ll
m a tte rs  re la t in g  to  te m p o ra ry
res idence  and support, and  sha ll file
an  incom e/expense sta tem ent p rio r to
any hearing .
   
(B). Standing Orders of the Court
 The  fo llow ing  p rov is ions sha ll be
stand ing  o rders re la ting  to  tem porary
or perm anent custody, support,
v i s i t a t i o n  a n d  c o - p a r e n t i n g
responsib ilities , and  the  conduct o f
the  parties:     
    (1).  Statutory Rights:
   The s ta tu to ry  righ ts  se t fo rth  in
T .C .A .§  36-6 -101  sha ll be  se t fo rth
verba tim  in  a ll M arita l D isso lu tion
A greem ents, o r if no  agreem ent, in  a ll
fina l d ivo rce  judgm ents o r post-
judgm ent o rders if no t con ta ined  in
the  o rig ina l fina l judgm ent.
   The  custod ia l parent w ill adv ise  the
o ther paren t o f a ll schoo l and
d isc ip lina ry  con tacts , a ll m ed ica l
con tacts  and  reports , and  a ll o ther
im portan t deve lopm ents in  the  lives
and  activ ities  o f the  ch ild ren .
   N e ither pa ren t w ill engage in  nor
perm it in  the  presence  o f the  ch ild ren
any excess ive  a lcoho l consum ption ,
im m o ra l  c o n d u c t ,  o b s c e n i t ie s ,
v io lence, o r d is respect fo r law  and
order.

   (2). Control of Co-Parenting
   U n less o therw ise  o rdered , the
person  hav ing   non-res iden tia l co -
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paren ting  responsib ilities  m ay take
the  ch ild ren  to  reasonab le  activ ities . 
T he  custod ian  w ill have  the  ch ild ren
ready and  ava ilab le  fo r a ll v is its . In
the  event a  ch ild  is  inv ited  o r des ires
to  partic ipa te  in  o ther activ ities  w h ich
m ay in te rfe re  w ith  a  co-paren ting
tim e, a  paren t w ill no t encourage ,
pe rm it o r consen t there to  w ithou t
p rev ious approva l o f the  o ther paren t.

   (3).  Child Support
  A  paren t sha ll, upon  the  filing  o f a
com pla in t fo r d ivo rce , be  responsib le
fo r pay ing  to  the  res iden tia l pa ren t
ch ild  support in  accordance  w ith  the
Tennessee  R evised  C h ild  S upport 
G u ide lines and w orkshee t.  S upport
m ust be  s ta ted  in  m oneta ry  am ounts
ra ther than  percen tages.  In fo rm ation
is  ava ilab le  from  the  ch ild  support
o ffice .
   A ll m arita l d isso lu tion  agreem ents,
o rders, and  judgm ents invo lv ing  ch ild
support sha ll a ffirm ative ly  s ta te  tha t
support is  cons is ten t w ith  the
gu ide lines o r, if no t, the  reasons fo r
dev ia tion .

   (4). Medical Insurance
  A ny party  o rdered  to  m ain ta in
m ed ica l insurance  coverage  for m inor
ch ild ren  sha ll p rov ide  the  o ther party
w ith  a ll n e c e ss a ry  d o c u m e n ts
ev idencing  p roo f o f coverage . The
duty is  a  con tinu ing  one .

  (5).  Interference 
 N e ither paren t w ill in trude  upon  the
privacy o f the  o ther; nor fa lse ly m ake
nor im p ly  m ean, nasty , deroga to ry  o r
depreca to ry  s ta tem ents  abou t the
o ther to  anyone; nor p reven t, nor
restric t, nor in  any  w ay in te rfe re  w ith
the  o ther’s  righ ts  g ran ted  by the
court.

  (6).  Injunction and Parenting Class
  The  s ta tu to ry  in junction  (T .C .A . 36-
4 -106(b)) and  the  paren ting  c lass
requ irem ents sha ll be  served  w ith  a
com pla in t fo r d ivo rce  o r m od ifica tion ,
as appropria te .
 
  (7).  Contempt
 A  w illfu l v io la tion  o f the  s ta tu tory
in ju n c t io n  o r  p a re n t in g  c la s s
requ irem ent m ay be  pun ishab le  by a
F ifty  ($50 .00) D o lla r fine  and /o r
incarcera tion  in  ja il fo r each  v io la tion ,
o r as o therw ise  a llow ed by law ; o r in
cases o f support, com m itm ent to  ja il
un til support a rrearage  is  e ither pa id
or a  se ttlem ent is  approved  by the
court.

10.08 Joint Financial Statement and
Proposed Distribution.
   If an  agreem en t is  no t reached o r
the  case  does not p roceed  on  de fau lt,
p la in tiff sha ll se rve  on  de fendant, no
earlie r than  th irty  (30) nor la te r than
n ine ty  (90) days a fte r filing , a
proposed  jo in t incom e, asse t and
liab ility  lis t, in  a  fo rm at p rov ided  by
the  specific  court in  w h ich  the  case  is
pend ing .  D e fendant sha ll, w ith in
tw enty (20) days, se rve  a  response  in
prepara tion  fo r a  m eeting  be tw een
the  parties, o r a t least the ir counse l,
to  se ttle  the  case  or p repare  the  fina l 
“S ta tem ent.” A ll d isagreem ents as to
incom e, ch ild  support, o r va lues o r
s ta tus o f p rope rty  sha ll be  no ted  on
the  “S ta tem ent.”
   The  “S ta tem ent” and  each  s ide ’s
“P roposa l fo r D is tribu tion ” in  the  sam e
form at, sha ll be  filed  no  la te r than  the
day be fo re  tria l. 
   If the  parties reach  an  agreem ent
w ith  respect to  the  d iv is ion  o f p roperty
bu t con test o ther econom ic issues
such  as a lim ony, the  parties m ust
subm it a  “Jo in t F inancia l S ta tem ent”
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as to  the  va lue  o f the  property
rece ived  by each party .
   A ny party  o r counse l fa iling  to
com ply w ith  th is  p rov is ion  m ay su ffe r
the  im position  o f sanctions, inc lud ing
bu t no t lim ited  to  d ism issa l o f the
c o m p l a i n t  o r  c o u n t e r - c l a i m ,
acceptance  o f a   “S ta tem ent” o r
“P roposa l” p repared  by the  com ply ing
party  and/o r the  im position  o f a tto rney
fees.
   N o th ing  in  th is  p rov is ion  is  in tended
to  p reclude  the  parties from  se ttling
the ir case  by  the  filing  o f a  M arita l
D i s s o l u t i o n  A g r e e m e n t  o r
announcem ent in  open  court w ithou t
the  subm iss ion  o f a  “S ta tem ent.”

10.09 Duty to Disclose.
   E ach  s ide  has an  a ffirm ative  du ty  to
d isc lose  a ll m arita l and  separa te
asse ts  and  liab ilities  and  to  fu rn ish
such  records as a re  reasonab ly
ava ilab le  w ith  respect to  them .
V io la tion  o f th is  du ty   m ay resu lt in
the  se tting  as ide  o f the  M D A .

10.10 Pensions and Retirement.
   P e rsons w ith  any pension  and
re tirem ent bene fits  have  a  du ty  to
d isc lose  those  asse ts and  p rov ide  the
em ployer’s  ca lcu la tion  o f va lue  if tha t
is  the  type  o f in fo rm ation  the
em ployer p rov ides.
   A ny party  des ir ing  a  grea ter than
equa l share  o f a  pension  o r p ro fit-
sharing  p lan  sha ll, un less the  parties
agree  as to  va lue , have  the  p lan
appra ised  and  p rov ide  the  o ther s ide
s u f f i c ie n t  i n fo r m a t io n  fo r  a n
independent appra isa l.       

10.11 Income.
   If there  is  a  d isagreem ent w ith
respect to  the  incom e o f e ithe r party ,
tax re tu rns fo r the  th ree  (3 ) p rev ious
years sha ll be  produced .

10.12 Real Estate.
   R ea l esta te  m ust be  appra ised
un less the  parties a re  in  agreem ent
as to  its  va lue  o r the  p roperty  is  to  be
so ld  and  the  proceeds equa lly
d iv ided .

10.13 Minor Children.
(A) Subpoenas.
M inor ch ild ren  w ill be  subpoenaed in
dom estic  re la tions cases by serv ing
the  subpoena on the  paren t w ho has
prim ary custody o r possess ion , o r on
h is  o r her a tto rney.

(B) Strict Compliance with T.C.A. Section
36-6-224.
N o person  sha ll rece ive  e ither
tem porary or perm anent p rim ary  o r
secondary paren ting  tim e w ith  a  ch ild
in  e ither an  o rig ina l d ivo rce  case  o r a
case  to  m od ify  p rim ary custody
(w hether ex parte , by  agreem ent o r
by hearing) w ithou t filing  a  sw orn
p lead ing  o r a ttached  a ffidav it w h ich
com plies w ith  bo th  the  le tte r and
in ten t o f T .C .A . §36-6 -224  enacted  fo r
the  pro tection  o f ch ild ren .  S ee
com m ent to  text.

(C) Compliance with Supreme Court Rule
8, RPR 3.3.
W hen ch ild ren  a re  invo lved , counse l
sha ll g ive  specia l a tten tion  to  R u le
3 . 3 ,  R u l e s  o f  P r o f e s s i o n a l
R esponsib ility .

10.14 Hearing of Post-Divorce Matters.
   P ost-d ivo rce  m atte rs  sha ll be  heard
by the  judge o f the  court w ho  heard
and  dec ided  the  orig ina l con tested
d ivorce  action  o r to  w hom  the  case
w as assigned .

10.15 Orders of Protection under T.C.A.
§36-3-603 where Divorce is Filed. 
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C ounse l invo lved  in  an  active
dom estic  re la tions case  sha ll a lso  be
regarded by the  court as counse l fo r
the  c lien t in  any o rder o f p ro tection
case  aris ing  ou t o f the  m arita l
re la tionsh ip  e ither be fo re  o r a fte r the
d ivorce  is  filed .  A ll o rders o f
p ro tection  cases and  re la ted  d ivo rce
actions sha ll be  conso lida ted  fo r
tem porary and  perm anent hearings.

RULE 11.
COURTROOM PERSONNEL

11.01 Officers in Courtroom.
    There  sha ll be  a  court o ffice r and  a
c le rk  in  the  courtroom  a t a ll tim es
during  the  tria l un less express ly
excused  by the  tria l judge  o r
chance llo r.

RULE 12.
WORKER’S COMPENSATION

12.01 Approval of Joint Petitions.
   N o  w orker’s  com pensa tion
se ttlem ents w ill be  heard  un til the
com pla in t o r pe tition  is  concom itan tly
filed  w ith  the  c le rk  o f the  court.

12.02 Pretrial Memorandum.
   C la im ant sha ll fill ou t and  serve  a
pre tria l m em orandum  fo rm  prov ided
by the  court on  the  em ployer a t least
fourteen  (14) days p rio r to  tr ia l, and
the  em ployer sha ll respond and
fo rw ard  the  com ple ted  m em orandum
directly  to  the  chance llo r o r tria l judge
a t least seven  (7 ) days p rio r to  tria l.
   T he m em orandum  sha ll inc lude  any
deposition  tha t w ill be  o ffe red  fo r
p roo f during  the  tria l.

RULE 13.
ORDERS IN CIVIL CASES

13.01 Judge’s Name and Hearing Date.
    A ll o rders in  c iv il cases sha ll
con ta in  the  nam e o f the  judge w ho
heard  the  case  o r w ho is  to  s ign  the
order, as w e ll as the  hearing  da te ,
and  the  da te  each  a tto rney approves
the  o rder fo r en try .

13.02 Counsel Responsible for
Preparation.

U nless the  cou rt ru les o therw ise , 
counse l  fo r the  successfu l o r
p roposing  party sha ll p repare  the
proposed  o rder re flecting  the  court’s
dec is ion  and  sha ll subm it it to
opposing  counse l no t la te r than  ten
(10) days from  the  da te  o f hearing  o r
dec is ion  no ting  thereon  the  da te  o f
counse l’s  p repara tion .

13.03 Action by Opposing Counsel.
   W ith in  ten  (10) days o f rece ip t o f
the   p roposed  o rder, rece iv ing
counse l sha ll e ither approve  (and
date  the  approva l) and  subm it the
order to  the  judge  o r chance llo r fo r
execu tion  o r, if approva l is  no t g iven ,
sha ll con tact opposing  counse l in  an
a ttem pt to  reso lve  the  d iffe rences.  If
the  d iffe rences a re  no t reso lved
prom ptly , counse l sha ll (1 ) fax a  copy
o f the  p roposed o rder to  the  judge
noting  the  a reas o f d isagreem ent and
(2) in itia te  a  phone con ference  w ith
the  judge .

If counse l a re  unab le  to  agree  on  a
phone con fe rence , the  judge ’s  o ffice  
w ill be  no tified  p rom ptly .

13.04 Effect of Failure to Comply.
   Fa ilu re  o f any counse l to  fo llow  th is
ru le  sha ll im pose  on  a ll counse l a
du ty  to  subm it fo rthw ith  a  p roposed
order to  the  judge  o r chance llo r
pursuan t to  R u le  58 , Tenn . R . C iv. P .,
and  m ay  sub ject de linquen t counse l
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to  sanctions,    
inc lud ing  d ism issa l o f a  com pla in t o r
coun te r-com plian t, if appropria te .

RULE 14.
COURT FILES

N o file  m ay be  rem oved from  the
o ffice  o f the  C ircu it C ourt C le rk o r
C le rk  &  M aste r excep t by order o f the
judge  o f the  court.  N o  file  w ill be
checked  ou t fo r a  period  in  excess o f
seven  (7) days excep t by specific
o rder o f the  court.

RULE 15.
CRIMINAL APPOINTMENTS

15.01 Attorneys Subject To.
   E ffective  January 1 , 1989 , each
a tto rney w ho  m ain ta ins an  o ffice ,
advertises o r p ractices regu la rly  in  an
a ffected  coun ty  w ill be  p laced  on  the
a p p o in tm e n t  l is t  fo r  in d ig e n t
de fendants.

15.02 Procedure for Removal of Name.
   A tto rneys m ay be  rem oved from  the
lis t by filing  an  a ffidav it w ith  the  court
c la im ing  exem ption  under these
ru les.

15.03 Exemptions.
   T he  fo llow ing  sha ll be  g rounds fo r
c la im ing  an  exem ption :
   (1 ) A tto rneys w ho have  p racticed
law  fo r a t least tw enty years and  w ho
do no t in tend  to  accep t crim ina l cases
fo r a  fee .
   (2 ) A tto rneys w ho do no t p ractice  in
any tria l court.
   (3 ) A tto rneys w hose incom e is
derived from  a  governm enta l source
and a re  fo rb idden by con tract o r ru le
o f the  con tracting  agency from
practic ing  crim ina l law .

RULE 16.
D I S P O S I T I O N  O F  E X H I B I T S ,
DEPOSITIONS, ETC.

16.01 Items to be Discarded.
   E xcep t as here ina fte r p rov ided , the
c le rks o f a ll courts  sha ll one  year a fte r
such  tim e as a  case  is  fina lly
d isposed  o f by en try  o f a  fina l
judgm ent, fina l o rder, o rder o f
d ism issa l, o rder o f nonsu it, o r any
o ther app licab le  o rder (e .g ., o rder
overru ling  m otion  fo r a  new  tria l o r
m otion  to  reconsider) rem ove from
each  court file  and  d iscard  the
fo llow ing  item s:

(1 ) A ll depositions, w hether taken
fo r d iscovery o r p roo f;

(2 ) A ll exh ib its  (inc lud ing  those  no t
actua lly  m a in ta ined  in  the  court file ); 
 (3 )  C o p ie s  o f  a l l  p le a d in g s

a c c o m p a n y ing  a ll n u lla  b o n a
re tu rns; and  
(4 ) Ju ry  s trike  lis ts .

16.02 Withdrawal by Party or Attorney.
   A fte r a  case  has been  fina lly
d isposed  o f (and  be fo re  the  c le rk  has
d iscarded  the  sam e pursuan t to  R u le
16 .01 ), a  party  m ay w ithdraw  any
deposition  o r exh ib it by:

(1 ) O rder o f the  court;
(2 ) W ritten  agreem ent s igned  by a ll

pa rties and  the ir counse l and  filed
w ith  the  c le rk ; o r

(3 ) W ritten  no tice  filed  w ith  the  c le rk,
s ix ty  (60) days a fte r d ispos ition  o f the
case , s igned  by a  party  o r h is  counse l
specifica lly  identify ing  each  exh ib it
and /o r deposition  he  in tends to
w ithdraw .  A  copy o f th is  no tice  w ill be
served  upon  each  party o r counse l as
requ ired  by T R C P .  In  the  absence  o f
w ritten  ob jection  filed  by a  party  o r h is
counse l w ith in  fifteen  (15) days from
the  rece ip t by the  c le rk  o f the  no tice
o f request to  w ithdraw  exh ib its  and /o r
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depositions, the  c le rk  w ill a llow  a
party  o r h is  counse l to  w ithd raw  the
requested  exh ib it and /or deposition .
A ny ob jection  to  the  w ithdraw a l o r
exh ib its  and  depositions sha ll be
reso lved  by the  court.
   A ny w ritten  agreem ent o r no tice  o f
request to  w ithdraw  exh ib its  o r
depositions sha ll a t the  end  thereo f
con ta in  a  b lank rece ip t to  the  c le rk  fo r
the  item s sought to  be  w ithdraw n to
be  s igned  by the  party  o r h is  a tto rney
upon the  w ithdraw a l o f sa id  item s.

16.03 Exceptions.
   The  p rovis ions o f R u le  16  sha ll no t
app ly  to  the  fo llow ing  cases:

(1 ) D om estic  R e la tions C ases
invo lv ing  the  support and  custody o f
m inor ch ild ren  un til a ll invo lved
ch ild ren  have  a tta ined  the  age  o f
m a jo rity .

(2 ) C ases on appea l.  O nce  such
cases have  been  fina lly  d isposed  o f
e ither in  the  appe lla te  courts o r in  the
tria l courts upon rem and, th is  Loca l
R u le  16  sha ll app ly .

(3 ) M inors o r d isab led  ch ild ren  un til
rem ova l o f d isab ility  o r a tta inm ent o f
m a jo rity .

RULE 17.
GENERAL

17.01 Negotiations.
A fter the  de fendant’s  a tto rney has

en te red  h is  nam e as a tto rney o f
record  on  the  ru le  docke t o f the  court,
no  a tto rney  m ay nego tia te  o r
com prom ise  any m atte r w ith  anyone
excep t the  a tto rney o f record .

17.02 Jury Demand in General Sessions
Court.

If a  ju ry  is  dem anded fo r a  case  in

S essions  C ourt, tha t case  w ill be
transferred  to  the  court o f gene ra l
ju risd ic tion  w here  a  ju ry  w ill be
prov ided  to  try  the  m atte r on  the
issues ra ised .  A fte r a  de te rm ination
by the  ju ry o f the  issues, the  case  w ill
be  rem anded to  S ess ions  C ourt w ith
a  certifica tion  o f judgm ent from  the
tria l court, and  the  S ess ions  C ourt
sha ll p roceed  to  judgm ent on  the
case .

17.03 Suspension of Rules.
W henever the  court de te rm ines tha t

in  the  in te rest o f justice  a  ru le
requ ires suspension , the  court m ay
suspend such  ru le .

17.04 Removal of Cases to U.S. District
Court.

In  cases w h ich  a re  rem oved to  the
U .S . D is tr ic t C ourt, counse l fo r the
preva iling  party  sha ll no tify  in  w riting
the  c le rk  o f the  court from  w h ich  the
case  w as rem oved o f the  fina l
d isposition  o f the  case  in  the  U .S .
D is tr ic t C ourt.  S a id  no tice  sha ll be
g iven  to  the  c le rk  w ith in  ten  (10) days
o f the  fina l d ispos ition  and  sha ll
ind ica te  the  p reva iling  party  in  the
U .S . D is tric t C ourt and  aga inst w hom
the  costs w ere  assessed .

17.05  Photographs, Recordings, and Tele-
visions.     

T he tak ing  o f pho tographs and
opera tion  o f sound , record ing , o r
te lev is ion  equ ipm ent in  the  courtroom
is p roh ib ited  excep t by approved
court reporte rs  o r by p rio r perm iss ion
o f the  court.  The  c le rk  sha ll pos t a
no tice  on  the  door o f the  courtroom .
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17.06  Post Verdict Interrogation of Jurors.
N o a tto rney, party  o r representa tive

o f e ithe r m ay in itia te  an  in te rroga tion
o f a  ju ro r w ho has no t com ple ted  the
te rm  o f se rv ice  as a  ju ro r w ithout p rio r
approva l o f the  court.  A pprova l o f the
court sha ll be  sought on ly  by an
app lica tion  m ade by counse l o ra lly  in
open  court, o r upon w ritten  m otion
w h ich  s ta tes the  g rounds and  the
purpose  o f the  in te rrogation .

If a  post ve rd ic t in te rrogation  o f one
or m ore  m em bers o f the  ju ry  shou ld
be  approved , the  scope  o f the
in te rroga tion  w ill genera lly  be  lim ited
to  ascerta in ing  w hether a  verd ic t
m igh t be  sub ject to  cha llenge  fo r the
reasons se t ou t in  R u le  606(b) o f the
T ennessee  R u les o f E v idence .  T he
scope o f the  in te rroga tion  and  o ther
appropria te  lim ita tions upon  the
in te rroga tion  sha ll be  de te rm ined  by
the  judge  prio r to  the  in te rroga tion .

17.07 Post Conviction Relief Petitions.
P ost convic tion  re lie f pe titions sha ll

be  docke ted  by the  c le rk on  the  da te
o f re ce ip t.   T h e  c le rk  sha ll
im m ed ia te ly  fo rw ard  cop ies o f sam e
to  the  judge  w ho p res ided in  the  case
w h ich  is  the  sub ject o f the  pe tition ,
the  loca l d is tric t a tto rney and
petitioner’s  fo rm er counse l.  The  c le rk
sha ll the rea fte r p lace  the  m atte r on
the  docke t on  the  firs t ava ilab le  non-
ju ry  day fo llow ing  30  days o f the
rece ip t o f the  pe tition .

RULE 18.
BAIL BOND COMPANIES

18.01

   E ffective  January 16 , 1989 , any
person w ho  des ires to  opera te  a
pro fess iona l ba il bond  com pany in
any  coun ty  in  the  Ten th  Jud ic ia l
D is tric t is  requ ired  to  post a  m in im um
of tw en ty -five  thousand  do lla rs
($25 ,000 .00) in  cash  w ith  the  C ircu it
C ourt C le rk  o f sa id  coun ty  as security
fo r bonds w ritten .  In te rest w ill be  pa id
to  the  bond ing  com pany by the  c le rk. 
If any add itiona l security  is  posted , it
m ust be  in  add ition  to  the  m in im um
cash  deposit.

18.02
A ny com pany opera ting  on  posted

security  m ay w rite  ba il bonds ten  (10)
tim es the  am ount o f the  security . 
S ecu rity  is  de fined  as the  to ta l
am ount o f cash  on  deposit w ith  the
C ircu it C ourt C le rk .

18.03
   If a  com pany w rites ba il bonds in  an
am ount exceed ing  the  ten-to -one
ra tio  o f pena l sum s aga inst the
posted  security , the  C ircu it C ourt
C le rk  is  o rdered  to  ob ta in  an  o rder
from  any judge o f th is  court,
suspend ing  the  com pany from  the
approved lis t o f ba il bond  com pan ies
and  to  no tify  the  suspended com pany
and a ll in fe rio r courts  o f sa id
suspension . The  suspension  sha ll
rem a in  in  e ffect un til the  com pany
posts  the  requ ired  am ount o f
add itiona l security , o r un til the
am ount o f pena l sum s w ritten  fa lls
w ith in  the  ten-to -one ra tio , pend ing
fu rther o rders o f the  court.

18.04
   If a  com pany has cond itiona l
fo rfe itu res on  bonds w ritten  w h ich
equa l an  am ount in  excess o f the
am ount o f security  posted , the  C ircu it
C ourt C le rk  is  o rdered  to  ob ta in  an
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order from  any  judge o f th is  court,
suspend ing  the  com pany from  the
approved  lis t o f ba il bond  com pan ies,
and  to  no tify  the  suspended com pany
and a ll in fe rio r courts  o f sa id
suspension . The  suspension  sha ll
rem a in  in  e ffect un til the  com pany
has posted the  requ ired  am ount o f
add itiona l security , o r un til the
am ount o f cond itiona l fo rfe itu res fa lls
w ith in  the  ten-to -one  ra tio , pend ing
fu rther o rders o f the  court.

18.05
   A ny  ba il bond ing  com pany w ho
em ploys an  agen t to  w rite  bonds
m ust have  each  agen t approved  by a
judge  o f th is  d is tric t exerc is ing
crim ina l ju risd ic tion .

18.06
   S ta tu tes concern ing  sem i-annua l
reports  w ill be  s tric tly  en fo rced .  A ny
bond ing  com pany w ho fa ils  to  com ply
w ill be  suspended a fte r no tice .

RULE 19.
CONSERVATORSHIPS AND GUARDIANSHIPS

   C o n s e r v a t o r s h i p s  a n d
gua rd iansh ips sha ll be  filed  in  e ither
C hancery C ourt o r o ther court hav ing
proba te  ju risd ic tion .

RULE 20.
COURTROOM DECORUM

The fo llow ing  ru les sha ll govern
courtroom  decorum .

(a ) C ounse l, pa rties, w itnesses and
ju ro rs  sha ll be  prom pt.

(b ) C ounse l sha ll rise  w hen
address ing  the  court o r m aking
ob jections.

(c) E xcept w hen m aking  ob jections,

counse l sha ll conduct the  tria l from
the  lecte rn . P erm ission  m ust be
ob ta ined  be fo re  approach ing  a
w itness.

(d ) O ra l con fron ta tion  and  a rgum ent
be tw een oppos ing  counse l a re
proh ib ited .

(e ) N o person  sha ll, by fac ia l
expression  o r o the r conduct, exh ib it
any op in ion  concern ing  any testim ony
w h ich  is  be ing  g iven  by a  w itness.

(f) D uring  tria l, counse l sha ll no t
exh ib it any fam ilia rity  w ith  any
w itness, ju ro r, o r opposing  counse l.
The  use  o f firs t nam es shou ld  be
avo ided .

(g ) D u ring  a rgum ent to  the  ju ry , no
ju ro r sha ll be  addressed  ind iv idua lly .

(h ) E xcep t during  the  cou rse  o f the
tria l, no  counse l o r party  sha ll
com m un ica te  o r converse  w ith  a  ju ro r
on  any sub ject.

( I)  S u g g e s tio n s  b y  co u n se l
regard ing  the  com fort o r conven ience
o f the  ju ry , o r p roposa ls   to  d ispense
w i th  a r g u m e n t  o r  peremptory
challenges, sha ll be  m ade to  the  court
ou t o f the  hearing  o f the  ju ry .  

(j) A ny request to  have the  reporte r
read back  tes tim ony sha ll be
addressed to  the  court.
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